Fashioning a new radial collateral ligament during arthroplasty of the finger metacarpophalangeal joints in rheumatoid arthritis.
We describe a technique for reconstructing the radial collateral ligament of the finger metacarpophalangeal joints in patients with rheumatoid arthritis during arthroplasty. This technique is used in cases where the original collateral ligament is unfit for imbrication. In this method, a new collateral ligament is created using the volar plate of the concerned metacarpophalangeal joint. The technique is surgically simple, has the advantage of using locally available tissue, and has produced results that are both clinically and radiologically satisfactory. These advantages make this procedure a useful tool to have in one's surgical armamentarium.